Guitar Tablature Explained

Guitar music can be notated three different ways: on a musical stave, In tablature, and In rhythm slashes
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definitions for special guitar notation

SEMI-TONE BEND: Sl the n2%s and WHOLE-TONE BEND: Strka thanote end ~ CRACE NDTEBEND: Strika thznotesnd  QUARTER-TONE BEND: Striks ths rote and

band up 2 sami-tona {1/2 s=pl. Dend up & whole-%ae (whols stag). bend 22 Indeztzd. Fizy tha frstnote 23 bendupa 1/4 siep.
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BEND & RELEASE: Sviks the natz and COMPOUND BEND & RELEASE: Syixs the  PRE-BEND: 8and @ nots 28 indicated, PRE-BEND & RELEASE: 3a0d the notz 2
tend up 28 indicated, than ralessa beck note 2nd bend up and cownin tha thytm 2hen sirike it Incicated. Strike 1t 2ng relezss e nota beck
20 T origal noe Indicatad 1o tha ceigina! phich.
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UNISON BEND: Slrike the two notes BEND & RESTRIKE: Striks e note and BEND, HOLD AND RELEASE: Same =3 BEND AND TAP: Bend tha note =2
smullansoudy and berd the lowser nat2 up  bend asindicaled then reslika e sking  bend and relezss but hold 22 bend for the  indizated end tap tha highsr tret whila
to the pich of Ihe highe:. where the symbdil ozcws. curztion of tha tie. atil hokcing tha tend.
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VIBRATO: The string is vibrated by rapidly  HAMMER-ON: Strike the first lowss) nole  PULL-OFF; Place bolh fingess on the notes  LEGATO SLIDE (GLISS): Strike ™ first
bending vl redeasing e nole with the with onz finger, then sound the hizher nole o be saonded, Strike tha first note and rote and en sids the same frét-hand

frettieg hand. {00 the e2me s¥ing) with 2nothar fingee By withiout picking, pull the finger off ta 2oend  fnger Lp or doan 1o the 2scond ots. Tha
freting itwithout picking. the zecond {iower) nts. £azond note I3 not struck.
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NOTE: The spesd of amy bendis indicaled by the msic notstion and t2mpo.



SHIFT SLIDE (GLISS & RESTRIKE): Seme  TAILL: Very rapidly aizmnate betwsenthe  TAPPING: Hzmmer (*tap”} the fret PICK SCRAPE: Tha edge of ?he pick i
83 lzgato slidz, excant e secona note 5 rotes indcated by contiuously hammesing  Indicated win e plck-hand Indax o ruzted down §or up) the string, producing

struck. cn and puling off, midds fingzr a7 pull off to the not2 a scratofvy sound.
fretied by th fret hand.
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MUFALED STAINGS: A percussive sound @ - NATURAL HARMONIC: Surixs the nts PINCH HARMONIC: The not= is frelled HARP HARMONIC: The note is fretled rormlly
produzad by lzying e frethand scrcez the  whills s fret-hand Ightly touches Te narmaly and & harmcaic is producad by anda harmonic i produced by gently resing

s7ingls) without depreszing, and strising  sing diractly over the frotindicated. adcing tha edga of T thumb octhe tip ot the pick hand's Indsx tinger directly aoons the
them with the plck hand. the index finpsr of the plck hand 20 the Indicated frat (n paranthzesd) whiks the pick
normat pick attack. hand's thamb or plok assists by puckng ths
aperopeizte siring.
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PALM MUTING: The nete is partialy eesed  RAKE: Drag Ihe pick 2cioss the slings TREMOLO PICKING: The notz Ispicked 22 ARPEGGIATE: Piay @ notzs of ths chord
by the pick hand lichty %ouching the indicaled wilh 3 siscle maion. rapasly and continaously as possinle. Indlczted by quizkly reling them from
S¥ings) jsi betors the bridge. battom %0 wop,
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SWEEP PICKING: Ahythmic cownstroka VIBRATO DIVE BAR AND RETURN: T2 VIBRATO BAR SCOOP: Depress the bar just VIBRATO BAR DIP: Strise the nods and
End/or upstroks mation ecross tha strings.  pitch of tha nate or chord is drogped 2 befare slrking the nole, then quickly then immediztely drop 8 spedfic number
specific numbar of steps (in mythm) then  relassa e bar, of steps hen relzass back to the ceiging!
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additional musical definitions
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NOTE: . 1. Thz nots & sustzined, but & new aricuatizn (such 23 hammer ca or 3ide) bagins.
HENARN INMNS 1 PR 2. A note may be fretted but not necessanly played.
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